KODAK  PHOTO CD  BUILD-IT  TUTORIAL

DO NOT CONTACT KODAK FOR TECH. SUPPORT !!!!

The software programs you will need are: A.  Kodak Photo CD Build-It & Arrange-it software set

B. ShireSoft’s PMF2TRK.exe

C. Golden Hawk’s CDRWIN software set (or Gear software)

Note: This tutorial will assume that you are using CDRWIN.exe

Build-It Primmer

A. File types that Build-It works with:

a.   Image Types  =   Kodak *.PCD, Windows *.BMP, *.TIF, & PICT (I think this last type is Macintosh)

      ***** WARNING *****  I recommend that you convert *.TIF files to *.BMP.  I have sometimes found 

                                         that *.TIF files unpredictably produce a image that looks like bad TV reception.

b. Program Files  =  *.SMD = Script Maker Document; It is not required to make one of these files in 

    order to create a Photo CD.

This file allows you to save the layout or structure from which a Script File (*.SCP) is created.  This can be useful if you want to take a break from your computer.  It contains thumbs of the images you choose and the folder information of where they are in your computer. So do not move your files to other folders during a work session or if you plan to keep the SMD files for future use.

   *.SCP = Script File; This file provides all the instructions for Build-It on how to 

                 compile or build the Photo CD.

   *.PMF = Pre Master File; Basically what this file is, is your CD written to your hard 

                 drive, only in one big file.  This is the file that is transformed by


    PMF2TRK.exe into a format that can be written to Generic brand CD’s.

   *.PMF.FF =  This is a text file containing information about the Photo CD, and the tracks on the CD.  It is constructed at the same time as the *.PMF (only 1KB in size).  PMF2TRK needs this file also.

PMF2TRK & CDRWIN Primer

PMF2TRK.exe (Pre-Master File to Track) is 3rd party software from Shiresoft, Inc.

CDRWIN.exe is 3rd party software from Golden Hawk, Inc.

For more information about these two programs, see the following web sites:

http://www.shiresoft.com/

http://www.goldenhawk.com/


The file types that PMF2TRK creates are:



*.CUE = Cuesheet file;  This file contains the sequence information for CDRWIN.exe to burn 

 the CD.



*.TRK# = Track files;  These files contain all the data that is to be written to the CD.

CDRWIN.exe is the software that creates or authors the Kodak Photo CD.  It does not create any particular type of files.  It is CD writing software like Adaptec Easy CD Creator that can make Photo CD’s given an appropriate cuesheet and track files.

I recommend that you register your software to get the unlock keys for CDRWIN because in the demo mode is locked at 1X speed and at that speed it can take more than an hour to burn the CD.

How & Why I Set Mine Up

There are several steps to go through to create a Photo CD.  There are several dialog boxes directing you to write files to folders. It is suggested that you use the philosophy of speed and simplicity.

I created a folder called “C:\KODAK-PCD” under which I installed the Kodak, PMF2TRK, and CDRWIN programs.
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When creating a CD, I write all the files to the “KODAK-PCD” folder (easy one stop Shopping).

It is important that you do not get in the habit of writing any files to the My Documents folder or any 

sub-folder thereof because it will not work.  DO NOT USE ANY FOLDER NAMES WITH SPACES IN THEM.

EX:  DO NOT USE - “KODAK   PCD”             USE -  “KODAK–PCD”

This is because the PMF2TRK program can not read or write to folders whose names have spaces in them.

My Dialog Box

Instead of making shortcuts to the three programs used in this process on my desktop, I chose to set them up together as a unit or package.  I made a shortcut to the program folder.  I then added the shortcuts to PMF2TRK and CDRWIN programs to this dialog.

[image: image2.png]| 2 m

Back  Foa Up Cu_ Copy  Paste | Undo

| Address [ cakopaK-FCD

Folders [ComeGEs
I — | ST
2 ) My Computer |23 GoLDEN HawK.
&8 3% Floppy (A1) (S sHiResOFT
=g [Caumury
£ Backup [S1BLUE1cue
1 capvk 8] BLUE 1ot
1 CDVANCE @) BLUE 1o
03 caovw (@) BLUE-1.50P
1 COROM 8] BLUE-1.5md
2 converted 8] BLUE 1.tk
0 DELL (s BLUE L2
Q0 pewn ] BLUE 1.3
8 formatia eve
Do oy
{2 BUILDAT odak Buldt doc
{21 GOLDEN-HAWK
{21 SHIRESOFT
Q3 unury

1 Kpems

[16 obiectls) [155M =] My Computer





You will also note that I arranged them in the order of use; (1) ScriptMaker  (2) CD Builder  (3) PMF2TRK  

(4) CDRWIN

Step by Step Instructions on How to Create a Kodak Photo CD

1. Double Click and start Script Maker program.
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Note: If you are working with “BMP” and “TIF” files, you can convert them to “PCD” files if you like, but it is not required in order to create a Photo CD.  ScriptMaker and Build-It together will convert the data to the “PCD” format on the CD.  The “Create Image Pacs” selection on this box gives you the ability to convert the individual image files to “PCD” files on your hard drive.  Append Photo CD might not work in the process I am describing because the CDRWIN program seems to close the disc and it is not multi-session. 

New Photo CD selection does not create individual “PCD” files, rather it creates a Master File that contains all the image data along with the data and program files required to write a REAL Photo CD Portfolio disc.
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Select New Photo CD and click OK.

Steps 3 - 7 can ignored if you know that Script Maker is configured properly.

Configuring Script Maker Preferences
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Click  File/Preferences/Global.

4.   Setting Disc Preferences


Required Settings

A.  Media Length:   set to 74 min.


B.  Mode:   Mode 1 = Single Session Disk      Mode 2 = Multi-Session Disk


For most cases Mode 1 will work.


Optional Settings

Primary Volume Descriptor:  Fill in the settings as you wish.

5. View Preferences
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Document Window;  This window contains the images from which the SCRIPT FILE will created.

Source Browser;  This window contains the folder and images from which you wish obtain your photos.

Detailed Info Dialog;  When you “double click” any thumb image from either of the windows described above, a dialog box will appear.  It will display the image larger and provides you with various types of information.

This box will be helpful when used in the Script Maker Document Window.  It allows you make adjustments to the photo prior to writing the script file.

Make these setting as you like.

6.   Image Preferences
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Image Modifications

The setting shown above are the defaults.  It is recommended that these be used with one exception.  You may want to reset the Color Compression to “Very High Quality” or “Extremely High Quality”.

All of these setting can be adjusted for individual photos by going to the Document Window and double clicking the image and activating the Detailed info Dialog.
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7.   Application -  These are the default settings.  Set as you like.

READY TO MAKE A CD  -  The Process

There are basically 4 parts to “The Process”

1. Compiling and writing the Script File

2. Building the Script File into the Pre-Master File (what I like to call the “Go get a cup of coffee 

            part” )

3. Convert to tracks (what I like to call the “Wait until you get drowsy part”).

4. And finally the Write to CD part (Burn Baby Burn)

Part 1 of the process:

You will note that you see 2 windows.  The outer window is the program and the inner window is the document from which the Script File will be created.  You may want to run with the program window maximized.
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The object is quite simple;  To get photos (thumbs that look like 35mm slides) into this window. 

8. Start the Open Source Browser command (it is the icon that looks like two offset pictures next to the diskette icon).  This will bring up a small explorer type dialog box allowing you to browse to the folder where you keep your photos.

9. Click the folder and OK.  This will bring up the browser window with your photos displayed.  You should now have two windows displayed within the program window.  The main one is the script document window, It’s the blank one and the browser window with thumbs.  You may want to use the Window Tile command to maximize the windows.

10. Put your pictures into the Document Window;  You can drag and drop using any of the standard windows 

techniques.  You can select and copy / paste into the Document Window.  If you want all the photos can go Edit/Select All then Drag and drop, etc. etc. (There are copy & paste command buttons on the toolbar.)

10. CONTINUED

a. Remember that when you are putting the photos into the Document window, you are also dragging the folder data location of the photo.  You can also use the browser to go to other folders to mix and match photos from several folders.

b. Keep in mind that your photos are renamed in an alpha numeric order.

c. Do not worry about photos from different folders having the same name.  Script Maker will let you know and will rename the new photos coming into the window.
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Notes: 1.  The Document Window keeps track of how much CD disk space there is.

           2.  You can arrange the order of the photos by dropping them in between slides (see little arrows).

After you have all of the photos that you want in the Document Window, you may have to make some adjustments to some of the photos.  If you are working with “PCD” files, more than likely no adjustments will be required.  However if you have a mix of different file types and sizes you may need to adjust some.  Look over the thumbs in the Document Window to make sure that they are in the right rotation, I.E. not upside down or sideways.  You may also want to adjust their size within the slide frame.

11. Making adjustment to your photos.  This is done by double clicking the photo to activate the View / Detailed Info command.  This will bring up the photo in a dialog box (shown as follows).

The Image Detailed Info Dialog Box
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Within this dialog box you see the View setting command.  If you are working on a “PCD” file, you will have two options.  They are;  (1) File Details   (2) Image Pac Modifications.  If you are working on a “BMP” or a “TIF” file a third option is provide  (3) Image Modification.  That is what is displayed above.

The adjustments that you need to be concerned with are Format and Fit Type.  Make these setting to best fit your needs.  Bare in mind that these setting will effect how the photo displays on your television. The other View setting of concern is under Image Pac Modification selection.  This is where you can set rotation.

Some practice will more than likely be required to get the hang of this.

* TIP *  If you need to rotate several photos by the same amount, do not use the Detailed Info command.  Instead, select all of the photos you wish to rotate then pick the Modify / Rotate command and the proper rotation and Voila!  They will all rotate.

Resolution
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Normal resolution for Kodak Master Type “PCD” file is 3072 x 2048, for Pro Type it is 6144 x 4096

Make the settings that best fits your needs.

* TIP *  If you are making a CD for TV viewing only, perhaps use a low setting like 768x512.  This allows you to put a several hundred photos on one disc. 1536x1024 for Hi Definition TV.

WRITING THE SCRIPT FILE

12.  The command is File / Export Script and brings up the dialog box shown below.

[image: image13.png]File Name: Diectoris:

e — ==

3 DiuiGES
& Bupir

9 GOLDENHAWK
0 SHRESOFT |

|
List Files o Tpe: Diiyes:

SciptFies (scp) =] [B=c: <] Newoik

- I SendtoCD Buider
 Emm—  a—





12. Select the proper directory.  If you want to automatically go right into the Build-It program after the Script File is written, check the box in the lower left corner (NOT RECOMMENDED FOR THIS TUTORIAL).

13. Press OK and the Script File is created.   Close the ScriptMaker program if required.

Part 2 of the process:

The Build-It Program        The rest is easy
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If you entered Build-It automatically from ScriptMaker than skip to Step 19

14. Start the Build-It program

15. Setting Program Preferences;  Select File / Preferences and a dialog box appears (shown here).
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Build-It Preferences

The Default Destination setting must be set as shown here. All others are recommended but not required.

16. Select the File Open command

17. Select the folder and the correct Script File
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Press  OK

The program starts by “Verifying the Script File”
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19.  Building the Master File;  Press the Start button.  It is the just left of the question mark button.

Remember what I said about getting a cup of coffee?  Now would be a good time.  This will take a while.

Part 3 of the process:

PMF2TRK.exe
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19. Start the program.  

20. Select the command Options / Conversion

21. Select CD Writer software

DO NOT set Cue Sheet Only.

Earlier in this tutorial I said that Append Photo CD might not work.  I know that the “Disk-at-Once” setting works and allows for the creation of a Real Photo CD although it will close the disc.  Once the disc is closed, it is not possible to append.

I do not know what will happen if you set to

“Track-at-Once”.

Here is where you need to be careful.  The files PMF2TRK creates will not work with folder names that have spaces in them, and yet the default folder when opening a file is “My  Documents”.  Set to correct folder.

22. Enter the command  File / Open and select the *.PMF you wish to process.

After you have done this, you should see a dialog box similar to this.
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23. Enter the command  File / Convert

The conversion proceeds and the Graph Bars change color.  When it is done you can close the program.

Note: This takes a while.

Part 4 of the process:

CDRWIN CD BURNER PROGRAM

24.  Enter the CDRWIN program.
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25.  Press the upper left button to start the Record Disc program.
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26. Press the Load Cuesheet button.   After the file loads,

27. Press the Start Record button

28. Sit back and Relax, that is it. Stick a fork in it, it’s done.

Note: It should not take any longer than recording a music CD.

Disclaimers: I am not affiliated with Eastman Kodak in any way other than as a customer.  All trademarks are owned by their respective owners.  There are no ads in this document. Use this information at your own risk.  Perform your own experiments before committing to Kodak Photo CD for any purpose.  I won't be held responsible for anything that happens to you as a result of reading this.   This document is provided copyright free.
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